Liver subcommittee BSG pathology section meeting

06/12/12

Present were: Stefan Hubscher and Judy Wyatt.

1. Apologies-

Chris Bellamy, Steve Ryder and Alastair Burt. 

2. Minutes of last meeting-

Approved.

3. Matters arising-

Covered elsewhere in agenda. 

4. Liver EQA scheme-

- Circulation F1 and G1 for discussion today.

- 99 members; 81 participants in each round.

- Collated results. Comments invited from steering committee and members - one comment from steering committee, 3 comments from members for F1 and 1 for G1.

New initiatives:

- Educational participants-received 20 submissions for F1 and 7 for G1.

- To be scored after afternoon meeting to agree criteria; MCQ responses based on submitted responses from members. 

Masterclass discussions:

- Cases X and Y from F1 (SG, AB) and X and Y from G1 (RG and SD).

- Administrative support from QARC - Louise Osborn – working well.

- Improved collection of subscriptions using purchase orders, avoid time and expense of following up late/non-payments. 
- JIW attended annual meeting of EQA organisers at RCPath. There is a software system developed for quantitative EQA schemes currently being piloted for interpretive schemes by uropathology EQA. If pilot successful, we should investigate adopting this for liver EQA.
- EQA scheme questionnaire to members - last undertaken in 2007 Aim to repeat in 2013. 

- CPA accreditation - not currently being progressed. Fewer and fewer schemes outside those supporting national screening programmes are being accredited; accreditation and complexity increasing and due to increase further.
5. CPD meetings-

Liver biopsy in assessment of medical liver disease - 23/09/13. 
Change in programme due to retirement of Bernard Portmann and Amar Paul Dhillon.  Alberto Quaglia will replace Bernard Portman,  Stefan will request that the content of APD’s talk be incorporated into those of Alberto Q and Rob G.  

Liver transplant meeting 15/11/12 
- Ten attendees. Joined main meeting for session  on disease recurrence in graft.

- Case discussion: 7 cases submitted. Summary to put on website.  Presentation by SGH on antibody mediated rejection, JIW to send PDF of paper to group.
- 2013 meeting due to be in Cambridge

BSG/ACP liver update meeting 2013 
– Update since committee meeting:  due to November BDIAP London meeting being on GI pathology, this annual meeting will be on 28th November in London.  The plans for 2013 (Warwick, Birmingham), local organisers Stefan Hubscher and Scott Sanders) will now be used for 2014.   
6. Liver dataset and pathways:

- Dataset published summer 2012.

- Pathways in progress. Aiming for completion summer 2013. 

- Work out schedule of dates. 

- Section on biopsy of tumour - invite Chris Bellamy to update and edit this. 

Action: JIW invited by email and accepted
- Current draft to EQA members in November - no comments.

7. RCPath sub-speciality annual report:

- Submitted November 2012. JIW attended sub-speciality advisors meeting 13/11/12.

8. BSG proposal for joint pathology/hepatology symposium:

- Submitted proposal for BSG symposium at summer meeting Glasgow, June 25th 2013. Accepted.  Aim to coincide with pathways second edition. 

9. BASL:

- Agreed last year that RG would represent pathology on BASL committee for research and JIW for education and service development. Very little contact since then - ?little action ?not incorporated in committee structure. Need to follow this up. 

10. AOB:
- Immunohistochemistry for HCC - should there be some co-ordination/advice about this? – enquiry from Philip Kaye. 
- SGH comment histology morphology is basis for diagnosis, little added value from immunohistochemistry (ref: Tremosini et al, Gut 2012;61(10)1481-7). Would be better to consolidate morphological experience. ?How to do this - if sufficient time and interest, could be via hepatobiliary cancer centres. Could explore by establishing group and contacting pathologists from each centre.

- Name of group – may benefit from a clearer identity than current designation “liver subcommittee of pathology section of the BSG”. ‘UK Liver Pathology Group’ suggested as a possible alternative. JIW will review other specialiist pathologist professional arrangements and produce draft plans based on what functions need to be covered.  List of functions of our committee -  continues as in discussion document 2007.  Purpose of any change - to be a recognised group now that sustainability and utility of arrangement is demonstrated.  JIW suggested submitting questionnaire to Liver EQA members about national liver pathology structures. 
- Replacement for ADB – possibility of other new members.

- National liver biopsy audit (email correspondence with A Austin)

11. Date and time of next meeting:

- TBA, possibilities will be BSG Glasgow in June, liver course London in September.           

JIW  15.01.13 updated 28.02.13
